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An Introduction to the Literature of the Old Testament. Revised 
Edition. By S. R. Driver, D.D. New York: Scribner. 
Pp. xxxii+577. $2.50. 

Biblical students of the English-speaking world, if not of all tongues, 
have long been greatly indebted to the ripe scholarship of Canon Driver. 
His Introduction to the Literature of the Old Testament has been a school- 
master that has led many to a new knowledge and proper appreciation 
of the material and message of the Hebrew Scriptures. The author 
has had abundant witness of the popularity and worth of his work. 
The present edition was necessitated by the supply of the tenth becoming 
exhausted. The opportunity for revision thus afforded brings the volume 
up to date. 

The new edition is after the manner of the preceding one. No 
description need therefore be given of its style and plan and general 
contents. The words of the reviewers of the former volume may be 
applied to the present one in these respects. But since the last edition 
appeared many notable works on the Old Testament have seen the light. 
One might be pardoned for supposing that the labor of these men would 
alter earlier conclusions in an appreciable manner. In taking up the new 
volume one is struck by the insignificance and paucity of such instances. 
Even though the author may not accept all the positions whose emphasis 
has changed in a decade, or be supported in a given view by a majority 
of scholars, yet the detailed opinion of these men shows no tendency to 
other than slight deviation and might have received larger recognition. 
Of the new edition the author is privileged to say: 

The substance of the work remains as it was before, with merely occasional 
improvements in statement, and a correction of a few misprints. The principal 
and most numerous changes are those that have been involved in bringing 
the bibliography up to date, and in incorporating notices either of new facts 
that have been discovered, or of new views that have been propounded. 

This permits the author to do what in our judgment is worthy of 
earnest commendation. The book has not been reset or rewritten. 
The pages and the sections of the former edition have been retained. 
"The needful alterations and additions have been introduced on the 
stereotyped plates." References to the previous edition by other authors 
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in their published works will not thus be nullified to the reader of the 
present volume. The method will save much confusion. 

The past decade has not lacked in competent and careful scholarship. 
Our author has either found that no conclusions have been altered, 
or he has refused to recognize new opinions. These latter being dis- 
carded in large measure by the changes in this edition, we are forced to 
recognize that a general practical unanimity has been reached on the 
contents and structure of the several books of the Old Testament. The 
stress of the earlier period has come to fruition in the unanimity which 
is free to undertake the task of exposition and elucidation. Criticism 
has tested its ability and is conscious of its strength. The author 
remarks: 

The consensus of so many acute and able scholars, of different countries, 
of different communions, trained independently in different schools, and 
approaching the subject with different theological and intellectual preposses- 
sions, cannot, as some would have us believe, rest upon illusion; it can rest 
only upon the fact that, whatever margin of uncertainty there may be, within 
which, as explained above, critics differ, there is an area within which their 
conclusions are deduced, by sound and legitimate logical processes, from a 
groundwork of solid fact. 

This is a great gain. The consistency of criticism has tempted the 
traditionalist to find his support in archaeology. The author adds a 
few pages to the preface of the old edition to expose the kind of arguments 
"which Professor Sayce has imaginatively attributed to the critics," 
or to give some samples of how Dr. Orr "places a false color upon the 
facts." This is commendable, inasmuch as the student should be con- 
vinced by unquestionable evidence of the untrustworthy nature of the 
arguments and conclusions of authors of this type, especially when their 
works are quoted in the bibliography of the book. 

The changes and new attitudes observed in the present edition com- 
prise a prominence given to Kennedy in " Samuel," a few additions giving 
in some detail the opinions of scholars on certain problems, a few 
new evidences from inscriptions, and a statement appended to "Daniel" 
consequent on the lexicographical evidence of the Assuan papyri. The 
latter is the chief feature of the new edition and the author closes the 
discussion as follows: 

In view of these facts, the statement that has been recently made, that 
the Aramaic "spoken in B.C. 500 from Babylon to the south of Egypt" was 
"identical" with the biblical Aramaic, and that consequently Daniel might 
well have written the Aramaic of the book which bears his name, is surprising. 



212 THE BIBLICAL WORLD 

It is in flat contradiction with the facts. To say nothing of the other differences 
— some of which are striking — the d in Daniel, in the cases specified, where not 
only Egyptian Aramaic, but all the older Aramaic, including that of Babylon 
itself, has z, is alone sufficient to show that the Aramaic of Daniel is not that 
spoken either in Egypt, or in Babylon, in the age of Daniel; it is a different 
dialect, the most distinctive features of which disconnect it with Babylonian 
Aramaic altogether. The special resemblances with Egyptian Aramaic, 
not less than those with Nabataean and Palmyrene, may be reasonably 
accounted for by the proximity of Judah to these countries. 

A few claims of recent scholarship might have received a little more 

consideration. For various reasons we have commended the system of 

our volume, yet the task of retaining the pages and sections of the former 

edition may have been an unconscious handicap upon the author. There 

has been ever before him the conflict of space versus importance of 

material and amount of statement. Possibly the former has been too 

dominant and the work suffers thereby. But the volume will continue 

the confidence and usefulness of its predecessor. 

R. H. Mode 
Brandon, Manitoba. 



Faith and Its Psychology. By William Ralph Inge. New York : 
Scribner, 1910. x+248 pages. $0.75 net. 

The volumes that have appeared in the new series of handbooks entitled 
"Studies in Theology" are of very uneven value. That by Dr. Inge 
justifies high commendation. The book is worthy of more than one 
reading. 

The opening chapters on "Faith as a Religious Term" are rather for- 
bidding, and will tend to discourage the reader who lacks perseverance. 
A study of the word among the Greeks, in the Bible, and throughout the 
Christian centuries is in place and is carefully wrought out, but it lacks 
the interest that attaches to the rest of the book. The author's freedom 
in questions of biblical criticism may be judged from his date for the 
Fourth Gospel: 100-120 a.d. But after the manner of an Englishman 
his terminology and way of putting things are nearly always conservative. 

Certain chapters are intensely interesting. Those on "Authority as a 
Ground of Faith" leave little to be desired. The criticism of Roman 
Catholicism, with its church-authority, and of orthodox Protestantism, 
with its book-authority, is trenchant and conclusive. The chapter on 
"Authority Based on Jesus Christ" is not quite so satisfactory. "It is 
not strictly correct to say that the historical Jesus of Nazareth, whose 



